












St. Oswald Parish Church

This pilgrimage church consecrated to St. Oswald stands in the centre of Seefeld. It is first 
documented in 1263 and became one of Tyrol’s most famous pilgrimage churches after the 
so-called ‚Miracle of the Altar Bread’ in 1384.

According to the legend, during a mass, Oswald Milser, from the border fortress Schlossberg, 
asked for a larger altar bread than that of the common people. When he received it, the bread 
turned blood red, and both the stone on which he knelt and the altar stone, which he tried to 
hold on to, sank into the ground.  The imprint of his hand can still be seen today. This event 
led to a large influx of pilgrims, which caused Duke Friedrich mit der leeren Tasche (Friedrich 
with the empty pocket) to enlarge the church in 1425. It was completed by Sigmund dem 
Münzreichen  (Siegmund Rich-in-Coin) in 1474.

St. Oswald counts amongst Tyrol’s most beautiful churches of the late gothic period: The 
impressive tympanum relief along the main portal tells the story of the ‘Miracle of the Altar 
Bread’; the three-aisled interior contains precious artwork, such as frescos dating from the 15th 
century; the pulpit with flat-carvings from 1524; valuable shrine statues; a gothic font, and a 
famous panel from dating 1502 painted by Jörg Köderer.

Emperor Charles IV adapted the renaissance interior of the ‘Blood Chapel’, the part of the 
Parish Church in which the ‘Miracle Altar Bread’ was kept, to the baroque style by adding 
stuccowork and a ceiling fresco by Puellacher.

The Seefelder Waldfriedhof (Graveyard in the Forest)

The graveyard was created in 1947 as the last resting place of 63 Jewish concentration camp 
prisoners who were shot or died from exhaustion or starvation in the Seefeld area while being 
transported from a concentration camp at the end of the Second World War. A commemorative 
stone located in the upper left section of the graveyard was erected in remembrance of them 
and of the soldiers who died in the field hospitals of Seefeld and afterwards buried here. Later 
on, the graveyard was converted into the common graveyard of Seefeld where several famous 
people such as the writer Julius Kiener and the poetess Lilly von Sauter are buried.
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